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THE REEF CYCLE: Engaging in creativity and 
global awareness. 
 
    Dr. Elizabeth Tindle, FAPS   
 
“An orgy of artistic splendour with an eco-warrior twist” Chris Hepperlin 
 
 
The impact of the QRSNet (QUT Research Students’ Network) Annual Art 
Exhibition and concert has grown. Is this our “Magnum Opus”? With a 
multicultural cast participating, this musical/ epic poetry performance met the 
stated goals of a 21st Century University education namely preparing students 
for “a world of creativity and globalization” (Arun Sharma). 
 
All the Arts of music, dance, poetry, drama, painting, singing and orchestra 
were represented and came together in the production of “The Reef Cycle” on 
23rd November 2014. The show was advertised as Coral before Coal in a poster 
prepared by one of our talented Creative Industries graduates, Stephen Bennett, 
thereby preparing the audience for a musical with a strong environmental 
message. 
 
The play opened with the sound of the sea and  a scene set in the turquoise 
Coral Sea in the Pacific Ocean, with Tara, Goddess of the South Seas (Vanessa 
Van der Werff) and a young dance performer (Isabela Cremer, age 10) dancing 
under the undulating waves (represented by turquoise flimsy organza material 
rolling over the audience). The first words of Tolkien’s Lord of the Rings 
opened the oration “The world has changed…” 
 
The audience, together with the over thirty participants in the production, was 
invited to join in the singing of a vow to Australia “to care for soil and seas; to 
cherish air and animals, to save the plants and trees…” This was sung to the 
familiar tune of the Australian National Anthem (Advance Australia Fair).  
 
The audience was then confronted by a group of dungaree wearing coal men 
with hard hats, picks and shovels, singing  grim dark verses about their 
miserable unhealthy lives working with coal. Their rhymed verse was 
interspersed with sobs “Boo hoo; Boo hoo” and the audience was invited to join 
in with ‘crocodile tears’. Everyone boo-hooed. 
 
The six coal men were led by Maria McCarthy who inspired the students’ acting 
and total immersion in the theatrical production. The coal men who later 
changed into ‘Grim Reapers’, six scythe wielding skeleton spectres who scared 
the younger members of the audience to real tears, provided a lighter side to the 
production. They sang heartily especially to the familiar tune of “Sixteen tons 
and what do I get?..... I owe my soul to the [Galilee] coal” (Tennessee Ernie 
Ford). 
 
 The Earth Goddess Gaia (Tharanga Kariyawasam), dressed in forest green, 
gave a commendable performance, having to learn words, western poetry and 
expressions unfamiliar to her and to many in attendance. Such statements as 
“Fracking is for friggin’ fools; fracking breaks some basic rules; fracking 
jeopardises water. Cut it out! Do as you oughtta”. She also recited part of the 
poem “On Westminster Bridge” (William Wordsworth) substituting the beauty 
of the Great barrier Reef for the beauty of London, with great conviction. 
 
Gaia and Tara confronted the potential destroyers of the reef Clivina (Imon 
Chowdhooree) and Propane (Miljenka Perovic), the “baddies”, and they all 
battled with sophistry, powerful arguments and threatening body language for 
their points of view. “To plunder is your stated goal; to rip from paradise its 
verdant soul…” 
“We want money; we want loot. We want riches and don’t care a hoot about 
your reef or pristine coast…” 
 
The performance was interspersed with some very relevant and entertaining 
songs, music and dance. The ‘Queen’, Freddie Mercury “I want to break free” 
dance performed by Imon Chowdhooree, wearing drag and a long blonde curly 
wig, was a great success and most amusing. He came on stage pushing his 
vacuum cleaner in a provocative pose whist the words on screen and music 
belted out in the “theatre” for all to join in. Imon caricatured cross dressers in 
Vaudeville in great style. 
 
Our orchestra, led by Sam Zimmer entertained with their singing and playing. 
They sang “Salt water wells in my eyes…” (Julian Lennon) a very sad, touching 
song about the hole in the ozone layer and environmental damage. They also 
accompanied a talented staff member, Jan Harvey, whilst she rapped to Michael 
Jackson’s “Beat it” substituting “Dump it” for “Beat it”. This was followed 
immediately by a “flash mob” dance on stage with everyone participating 
having previously learned the Michael Jackson steps in rehearsal. 
 
The performance was kept together by the Narrator (Kathleen Cremer) who 
summed up the story periodically in epic verse. “We need a new Noah to rescue 
the world; we need a new Noah with his wide sails unfurled…” 
 
The play finished with the final words from Lord of the Rings (Tolkien), spoken 
by Gaia, Goddess of Earth, “On the slopes of Mount Doom they fought for the 
freedom of …EARTH” 
 
The cast then held hands aloft and swayed to the tune of “Imagine” (John 
Lennon) sung and played by the music group. Everyone joined in and invited 
members of the audience to come on stage to join the players. This was a 
bonding experience: a true act of “engagement”. The camaraderie and team 
work was evident. 
The technology support and sequencing of the programme was handled 
professionally by Anika McCarthy a 14 year old and the support by staff was 
overwhelming. This would not have been possible without the hard work and 
initiative of Christine Wang, Iris Cheng and a host of ISS (International Student 
Services) staff and their willing helpers.  
We all enjoyed a well-earned meal at the end of the afternoon, organised by 
Pauline Soh. 
 
The surrounds of the performance displayed the colourful canvases of students 
who had participated in the “Painting for the Planet” and “Rescuing the Reef” 
Art Workshops throughout the year. Some of the works of art were sold to 
support an environmental cause. What a splendid and appropriate venue in 
which to put on this production. 
 
I feel honoured to have had the opportunity to work with so many beautiful 
authentic people and for us all to reach such amazing heights together in a 
complex creative exercise. I am sure everyone is proud of his /her achievements 
and that of such an engaged group. 
 
NB.  Ideas have been adopted from “The Ring Cycle” (Richard Wagner), “Paradise Lost” 
(John Milton), “On Westminster Bridge” (William Wordsworth), “Lord of the Rings” (John 
R.R. Tolkien), “Milton a Poet” (William Blake) and “Urbs Dei” (Cecil Spring Rice). 
 
 
